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 Professor Michael Lattke is well known to students of the early 
Syriac tradition for his work on the Odes of Solomon, principally 
contained in his four volume study (Die Oden Salomos in ihren 
Bedeutung für Neues Testament und Gnosis, 1979–98). His substantial 
contribution to this early and enigmatic work will surely be 
foundational to future studies, as will the contributions of his pupil, 
Dr. Majella Franzmann. It is fitting therefore that we bring notice 
of the Festschrift honoring Professor Lattke’s sixty-fifth birthday 
to the attention of the readers of Hugoye. The Festschrift itself 
largely honors Lattke’s labors in other parts of the academic 
vineyard, however, two of the contributions deserve our particular 
attention. For the remainder of the Festschrift it is sufficient to 
simply list the titles and contributors, which I will do below. 

  Sebastian Brock’s contribution (p. 13–30) offers a translation 
of Jacob of Serugh’s memra on the Seven Sleepers of Ephesus. The 
basis of the translation is the copy of the memra found in Vatican 
Syriac 115, which was first edited by Guidi and then reproduced in 
the sixth volume of the Gorgias Press reprint of the Bedjan edition 
of Jacob’s works. In the footnotes to the translation Brock notes 
the major variants in the copy of the memra found in Vatican 
Syriac 217, of which there are not a few. The translation is prefaced 
by a review of the early Syriac texts concerning the Seven Sleepers 
and a useful comparison between Jacob’s memra and two of these 
sources. As with so many of Brock’s articles, this brief piece 
provides a firm basis for a more substantial study. 

  James Charlesworth continues his own contributions to the 
study of the Odes of Solomon with a paper (p. 31–43) arguing for 
the influence of the Parables of Enoch (1 Enoch 37–71) upon the 
Odes of Solomon. Recognizing the inherent problems in positing a 
relationship between two ancient texts (34–35), Charlesworth 
nevertheless proceeds to argue that the naming of the Son of Man 
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in Odes 36:3 has a striking relationship with the Son of Man scene 
in 1 Enoch 48:1ff. The argument is supported by observing 
additional possible points of contact between the two texts. The 
case is carefully built up and the discussion nuanced, but one is left 
with the nagging feeling that all one can hope to do in these cases is 
pile suggestion on supposition until it reaches the height of a 
genuine claim. This is simply to acknowledge the difficulty of the 
task, rather than undermine the value of Charlesworth’s 
contribution. 
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